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Affidavit  of 


TANAKA 


I  have  known  Gonoral  Hata  vory  well  avor  sinco  Dooombor  1924,  whon  I 
was  working  on  the  General  Staff  and  our  relations  privatoly  and  officially 
havo  boon  very  olose.  I  am  one  of  his  friends  who  knows  him  bost.  VJhoh  in 
July  of  1940  Goneral  Hata  resigned  as  Yi'ar  Minister  in  the  Yonai  Cabinet,  ho 
resigned  against  his  will.  Hata  had  consistently  supported  the  Yonai  Cabino. 
and  its  polioios  and  it  was  only  bocauso  of  tho  roooipt  of  the  lottor  from 
tho  Chlof  of  the  Gonoral  Staff  roquiring  him  to  rosign  that  Hata  did  resign 
liis  post.  It  was  woll  known  in  tho  Army  that  Gonoral  Hata  wr.s  strongly  ho 
opposod'to  ChstTripartito  Paot,  At  tho  timo  of  his  fall,  Gonoral  Hata  was 
‘.far  Ministor  in  namo  only  booausc  a  suooossor  had  alroady  boon  dooidod  upon 
in  army  oirolos.  80  strongly  was  ho  opposod  by  thoso  around  him  that  his 
ordors  woro  not  boing  oboyod.  'Ho  was  opposod  and  obstruotod  at  ovory  turn. 

By  boing  boycotted  by  tho  army,  his  position  was  disregarded. 

In  tho  evoning  of  9  Dooombor  1940,  I  mot  Goneral  Anami  who  was  Vioo- 
Ministor  of  V/ar  under  Gonoral  Hata,  and  wo  had  dinner  at  a  small  rostaurant 
oallod  Konsui  in  Akasaka.  Tho  quostion  of  tho  sudden  resignation  of  Gonoral 
Hata  from  tho  position  of  Y/ar  Ministor  in  tho  Yonai  Cabinet  camo  up  and 
Goneral  Anami  at  that  timo  told  mo  that  Hata  had  resigned  in  aocordanoe  with 
a  demand  roooivod  by  him  in  a  lottor  from  Prinoo  Kanin,  tho  Chiof  of  tho 
Gonoral  Staff.  On  tho  14th  of  Fobruary  1945,  I  mot  Gonoral  Anami  at  tho' 
Kokuryo*  At  that  timo,  Gonoral  Anami  iwtbh  whom  I  had  boon  vory  friondly  told 
mo,  "I  rogrot  vory  much  tho  part  I  playod  in  foroing  Gonoral  Hata  to  rosign 
as  Y/ar  Ministor  of  tho  Yonai  Cabinet”. 


Hata  although  ho  had  risen  to  tho  high  rank  of  V/ar  Ministor  did  not  havo 
any  group  or  oliquo  of  his  own  to  support  him  in  tho  V/ar  Ministry  and  with 
impunity  ho  was  isolatod  by  others  in  tho  T/ar  Ministry  oven  whilo  ho  hold  tho 
high  position  of  Y/ar  Ministor.  Tho  hatred  and  dislike  of  Gonoral  Hata 
porsistod  from  tho  day  whon  ho  first  supportod  tho  readjustment  plan  of  tho 
army  whon  Gonoral  Ugaki  was  '.7ar  Minister  and  inor cased  v/hon  ho  beoamo  T far 
Ministor  in  tho  Abo  Cabinet,  which  Cabinot  prooeded  the  Yonai  Cnbinot.  Two 
inoidonts  sorvod  to  hoighton  tho  hatrod  and  dislike  for  Hata.  Tho  first  was 
that  another  man  had  boon  rbooa&.onded  by  tho  Throo  Chiofs'  Counoil  to  bo  v/ar 
Ministor  in  the  Abo  Cabinot,  but  by  spooial  oircumstanoos  thv>  position  was  not 
given  to  that  offioor  but  instoad  Gonoral  Hata  beoamo  V/ar  Ministor.  A  further 
inoidont  whloh  servod  to  aggravato  tho  antipathy  folt  by  thoso  in  high  army 
oirolos  was  tho  following!  Gonoral  Hata  was  strongly  opposod  to  tho  partici¬ 
pation  by  army  offioors  in  politios  and  whon  ho  beoamo  V/ar  Ministor  for  tho 
first  timo,  he  addrossod  all  tho  offioors  in  tho  V/ar  Ministry  Building.  Tho 
gist  of  tho  spoooh  was  as  follows! 

Tho  prosont  army  is  not  trusted  by  anyono  and  it  is  the 
first  duty  of  tho  army  to  ondoavor  to  rooovor  tho  country's 
trust.  In  order  to  aohiovo  this  objootivo,  all  military 
porsonnol  should  absolutoly  ooaso  any  participation  in  politios 
and  roturn  to  thoir  rogular  dutios  of  soldiering. 


Furthermore,  immediately  on  his  becoming  7/ar  Ministor,  Hata  ordorod  tho 
Konpeitai  to  ooaso  participation  in  politios.  Consequently,  ho  was  not 
popular  noon ig  thorn.  1939,  whon  Ganorol  Hata  1  oar  nod  that  a  certain  Col  or  o] 
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tnado  a  spoooh  in  Sondai  attacking  the  Unitod  Statoa  and  England  and  laying, 

,fDown  with  thoso  countries  l",  he  became  indignant  and  immediately  ordorod  him 
baolc  to  Tokyo  and  reprimanded  him  aovoroly  and  then  transforrod  him  to  an 
outlying  post. 

This  hatrod  and  disliko  of  Hata  increased  more  and  moro  beeauao  he  had 
forbidden  the  Array's  participation  in  politiosf  and  those  v/ho  opposod  him  v/oro 
hoping  and  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  havo  him  thrown  out  of  offico.  His 
opposition  to  tho  Tripartite  Paot,  his  support  of  tho  Yonai  Cabinet  and  its 
policies,  and  his  desire  to  end  the  China  Inoidont  by  the  roduotion  and  thon 
tho  withdrawal  of  Japanoso  troops  frea  China  intensified  the  spirit  of 
opposition  to  Hata  and  evontually  rosultod  in  his  downfall  by  expross  demands 
of  tho  Chief  of  tho  Genoral  Staff  himself. 

Although  Hata  was  a  high-ranking  offioer  and  a  Tfar  Ministor,  as  a 
Japanese  ho  oould  not  tave  rofusod  to  obey  the  demand  of  Prinoo  Kanin  to  rcr*/?  ■ 
Booause  Prince  Kanin  was  a  monitor  of  the  Imperial  House  and  stood  socond  only 
to  tho  Crown  Prince  himself,  Hata  had  no  ohoioo  as  a  subjeot  of  tho  Bnporor  but 
to  bow  respeotfully  to  tho  demand  and  this  was  quito  natural  for  a  Japaneso 
subjeot.  Although  they  disliked  him  very  muoh,  they  oould  do  nothing  to  him 
and  they  finally  suooeeded  in  bringing  about  his  downfall  only  by  uso  of  tho 
office  of  Prince  Kanin.  Prom  tho  morals  and  oustoms  of  tho  Japanese  people,  ho 
oould  not  help  but  obey  the  words  of  a  member  of  tho  family  of  the  housohold 
of  tho  Bnporor,  beoauso  to  a  subjeot  they  were  regarded  ns  absolute,  Prinoo 
Kanin  was  particularly  high  in  his  rank  booause  tho  Bnperor  Moiji  had 
rooommondod  that  Prinoo  Kanin  should  be  tho  next  emperor  in  tho  event  there 
should  bo  no  one  in  direct  line  to  suooeod  the  Bnperor  Taisho, 

With  referenoo  to  Gonoral  Hata's  bolief  that  the  only  way  to  bring 
about  peaoe  with  China  was  by  ovaouating  tho  whole  of  the  Japanese  troops 
from  China  or  if  that  was  not  possiblo  to  withdraw  tho  troops  gradually  littlo 
by  littlo  until  it  was  oomplotod,  I  know  that  in  1940  when  Hata  was  War 
Minister  despite  the  opposition  of  the  Genoral  Staff  he  roducod  tho  strength 
of  the  Japanese  forces  in  China  as  the  first  stop  in  his  program  from  900,000 
to  approximately  600,000* 

Coming  to  the  question  of  the  establishment  of  tho  Wang  Chlng  YJoi 
Government,  Goneral  Hata  did  not  approve  of  it  at  all  beoauso  he  had  secretly 
earriod  out  peaoe  negotiations  with  tho  Chungking  Government  and  also  had 
plannod  to  evaouato  the  whole  of  tho  Japanese  troops  from  China,  Tho 
preparations  and  plans  for  tho  establishment  of  the  Hang  Ching  T7ei  Government 
had  already  boon  dooidod  upon  as  a  national  polioy  during  tho  First  Konoe 
Cabinet  and  tho  Hiranuma  Cabinet  and  only  the  formalities  of  its  establishment 
took  plaoo  during  tho  Yonai  Cabinot,  Gonoral  Hata  had  no  oonneotions  with 
tho  establishment  of  tho  7<'ang  Ching  YToi  Govornmont, 

In  1940,  when  General  Hata  was  TTar  Minister,  the  question  arose  of  the 
use  of  Chinese  prisoners  of  war  in  the  ooal  mines  of  Japan,  General  Hata 
opposed  the  plan  and  because  of  his  opposition  it  fell  through*  In  1942,  when 
General  Hata  was  Connander  in  Chief  of  the  Japanese  foroes  in  China,  ho  again 
opposed  successfully  the  plan  which  was  suggested  for  using  Chinese  laborers  in 
the  ooal  minos  in  Japan*  It  was  not  until  1944  that  Chineso  laborers  wore 
brought  to  Japan  and  then  it  was  through  tho  Greater  Bast  Asia  Ministry.  Genoral 
Hata  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  and  he  did  not  have  aqy  oontrol  over  it;  because 
the  supervision  of  labor  had  already  been  detachod  from  army  oontrol  and  had 
come  under  the  Groater  East  Asia  Ministry. 

In  tho  Fall  of  1989  when  Hata  was  v/ar  Minister  in  tho  Yonai  Cabinot,  I 
began,  in  aooordanoe  with  tho  desiros  of  General  Hata,  negotiations  with  Chang 
Kai  Shek  for  a  peaoeful  settlement  of  the  China  Inoidont.  Beoauso  of  strong 
opposition  to  tho  way  Hata  wanted  to  bring  about  poaoo  with  China,  namoly  by 
tho  roduotion  and  then  tho  withdrawal  of  troops,  wo  hod  to  work  unofficially 
and  under  cover.  General  Hata  did  what  ho  could  to  start  us  off  proporly. 

A  great  deal  of  money  was  neodod  to  oarry  on  tho  lengthy  negotiations  and 
through  my  introduction  of  tho  wealthy  morohant  bracaki,  Soishiohi  wo  rooolv<*> 
tho  noeoeeary  Garner  <U  HU tn  gave,  mo  two  jjoiflta  -on  which  to 
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work*  One  was  to  arrange  tho  dates  and  plaoo  for  tho  two  messongors,  ono  from 
Hata  and  ono  from  Chang  Kai  Shok,  to  moot  and  the  sooond  was  that  tho  basis  of 
tho  poaoo  treaty  would  bo  tho  evacuation  of  all  Japanoso  troops  from  China* 

To  show  his  good  faith.  General  Hata,  as  I  have  previously  statod,  reduced  the 
numbor  of  Japanese  troops  in  China  from  900,000  to  approximately  600,000  when 
tho  noxt  budget  was  proposod*  Howovor,  thoro  was  great  opposition  from  within 
tho  *.;ar  Ministry  and  tho  Gonoral  Staff  to  any  withdrawal  of  Japanese  troops 
from  China*  It  was  insistod  that  Japanoso  troops  should  bo  pormanontly  kept  in 
tho  Shanghai  and  North  China  aroas*  Hata  opposed  this  dosiro*  Ho  boliovod 
that  wo  must  ovaouato  all  the  troops  from  China.  It  was  his  contention  that  if 
wo  did  not  ovaouato  Japanese  troops  from  China  thoro  would  bo  absolutely  no 
hopo  of  concluding  a  peaoo  troaty  with  Chang  Kai  Shok.  The,  necessary 
negotiations  with  Chang  Kai  Shok  wore  so  seorot  that  at  first  tho  preliminary 
stops  had  to  be  carried  out  with  signal  oodes.  It  was  very  difficult  to 
oonvinoo  tho  side  of  Chang  Kai  Shok  that  a  sincoro  attempt  was  boing  made  to 
bring  about  peace.  Gradually,  however,  they  were  convinced  and  came  to  believe 
that  a  poaoe  troaty  wa3  possible  and  startod  dociding  on  dnto3  and  places  for 
futuro  mootings.  If  General  Hata  had  remained  in  offioo  as  War  Minister,  I  do 
not  have  any  doubt  that  a  successful  poaoo  troaty  would  havo  boon  concluded* 
However,  not  long  after  Gonoral  Hata  had  suddenly  rosignod  his  offioo,  tho 
negotiations  oamo  to  an  ond* 

Gonoral  Hata,  whon  a  young  officer ,  had  beon  sent  to  study  in  Gormany 
and  as  an  intelligent  man  he  had  soon  discovorod  the  defeots  of  Germany  and 
had  oomo  to  know  thorn  very  woll,  while  on  the  othor  hand  ho  oarae  to  acknowlodgo 
the  merits  of  .America  and  tho  British  Ehpiro  and  so  ho  was  always  opposod  to 
anything  which  might  ovon  suggost  a  disagreement  or  a  olash  with  Amorioa  and 
tho  British  Ehpiro.  It  was  for  that  roason  that  hi  was  so  strongly  opposed  to 
tho  Tripartite  Pact.  In  1941,  whon  ho  was  Commander  in  Chiof  of  the  Japanoso 
foroes  in  China  and  whon  it  s earned  as  though  relations  botwoon  Japan  and 
Amorioa  wore  steadily  dotiorating,  Hata  sont  as  his  porsonal  emissary  Gonoral 
Ushirogu  who  was  his  Chiof  of  Staff  to  Tokyo  to  oxpross  his  vio’.vs  on  his 
opposition  to  any  road  or  action  whioh  might  load  to  trouble  with  Amorioa  and 
tho  British  Empire*  Officially,  General  Ushirogu  wont  to  Tokyo  on  3omo 
official  matter  but  privately  tho  roal  purposo  for  his  trip  was  to  stato  to 
tho  persons  in  high  offioo  at  tho  timo  Gonoral  Hata's  opposition  to  any 
inauguration  of  war  with  Amorioa  or  tho  Britirh  Empire.  Aftor  having  nado  the 
rounds  of  all  tho  persons  in  high  positions,  Gonoral  Ushirogu  oamo  to  mo  and 
told  mo  what  ho  had  boon  doing  undor  instructions  from  Gonoral  Hata*  I  triod 
my  best  to  holp  carry  out  tho  wishjs  of  Kata  as  exprossod  by  General  Ushirogu 
but  from  my  position  as  Chiof  of  tho  Military  Sorvico  Section  thore  was  vory 
little  that  I  could  do  but  I  did  try  my  bost  to  oxpross  and  roalito  tho  idoas 
.  and  opinions  of  Hata  to  overyono  who  would  listen* 


OATH 


In  accordanoo  with  ny  oonocionoo,  I  swear  to  toll  tho  whole  truth 
withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 


TANAKA,  Ryukichi  (Seal) 


On  this  26th  day  of  August,  1947,  at  Tokyo 

Doponent:  TANAKA,  Ryukiohi  (Soal) 

I,  KOKUBU,  Tomoharu,  horoby  oortify  that  the  abovo  statement  was  sworn 
to  by  tho  Deponent,  who  affixed  his  signaturo  and  soal  thoroto  in  tho  prosonoo 
of  this  TTitnosa* 

On  tho  somo  date, 
at  Tokyo 


'.7 itnoss :  KOKUBU,  Tomoharu  (Soal) 
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